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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
10/07/08 has been entered. In the RCE filed on 10/07/08, the following have occurred, 
claims 1 and 16 have been amended, new claims 18-21 have been added, and claims 
1-21 are currently pending. The applicant's amended has necessitated the withdrawal of 
the non-statutory rejection under 35 USC 101 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Wells et 
al (Wells hereinafter, US PAT: 6901387). 

Re claim 1 . Wells discloses a method of paying a merchant by an administrator for a 
claim service provided to a claimant, the method comprising the steps of: receiving a 
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request from a merchant for a payment associated with a claim (see fig. 7 element 702, 
i.e., selection of merchant and item to be purchase is inherently followed by a request 
from a merchant for a payment); generating a claim identifier (see fig.7 element 704, 
see col. 18 lines 1-17) ; generating a payment number having a predetermined limit 
amount and a predetermined expiration date (see fig.7 element 706); associating the 
claim identifier with the payment number using a processor (see col. 3 lines 44-48); and 
transmitting the payment number to the merchant for payment of the claim (see fig.7 
element 712) (see col. 18 lines 1-64). 

Re claims 2, 3. Wells further discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the claim is for a 

service rendered (i.e., sale transaction - purchase and delivery, see fig.7 

Re claim 4. Wells further discloses the method of claim 1, wherein receiving a request 

from a merchant for a payment associated with a claim further comprises, receiving an 

estimated cost of repair from the merchant (estimated cost of repair would inherently be 

included in the purchase order that need to be settled by the client, see fig.7 elements 

704-707). 

Re claim 5. Wells further discloses the method of claim 1 , further comprising providing 
verification that the request received from the merchant is covered under a contract 
associated with the claimant (see col. 3 line 57-col.4 line 1 1 ). 
Re claim 6. Wells further discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein generating a 
payment number having a predetermined limit amount and a predetermined expiration 
date further comprises: receiving an estimated cost of repair from the merchant 
(estimated cost of repair would inherently be included in the purchase order that need to 
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be settled by the client, see fig. 7 elements 704-707), and authorizing the predetermined 
limit amount (i.e., authorization see col.4 lines 1-15). 

Re claim 7. Wells further discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein generating the claim 
identifier further comprises; identifying a contract number assigned to a claimant; 
generating a claim number (see fig. 7 element 704); and associating the claim number 
with the contract number (the account summary shown in fig. 9 of Wells clearly shows 
how these generated purchase order (claim number) are associated with the contract 
number (please see fig. 9 of Wells). 

Re claim 8. Wells further discloses the method of claim 1 , further comprising after 
transmitting the payment number to the merchant for payment of the claim: tracking at 
least one merchant payment associated with the payment number; and associating the 
payment number and the claim identifier with the at least one merchant payment (i.e., In 
some embodiments, reversals or credits may also be tracked using features of the 
present invention. For example, if a merchant credits an account (e.g., for a returned 
item or the like), account management system 105 may operate to search for 
transactions associated with the limited use account identifier, the settled amount and/or 
with the merchant which are equivalent or near the amount of the credit. Once the 
original transaction is identified, the credit amount is associated with the original 
purchase order number and settlement details are provided to the client. In this manner, 
the client's accounting and/or purchasing systems can track purchases as well as 
returns or credits, see col. 24 lines 12-30). 
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Re claim 9. Wells further discloses the method of claim 8, further comprising prior to 
tracking the at least one merchant payment: transmitting a merchant payment request; 
assigning an acceptance code to the merchant payment request; and associating the 
acceptance code with the merchant payment (see col. 3 lines 42-65) 
Re claim 10. Wells further discloses the method of claim 1, further comprising: 
requesting a load of funds equal to the predetermined limit amount; executing the load 
of funds; generating a confirmation of the load of funds execution; and reconciling the 
payment number and the claim identifier with the confirmation of the load of funds 
execution (see fig. 7 element 722). 

Re claims 11, 12-15. Wells further discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein generating 
a payment number having a predetermined limit amount and a predetermined expiration 
date, further comprises selecting the payment number from a predetermined group of 
payment numbers (see col. 3 lines 35-55). 

Re claim 16. Wells further discloses a method of paying a merchant by an administrator 
for a claim service provided to a claimant, the method comprising the steps of: receiving 
a request from a merchant for a payment associated with a claim (see fig. 7 element 
702, i.e., selection of merchant and item to be purchase is inherently followed by a 
request from a merchant for a payment), the request further comprising an estimate for 
repair; verifying that the request received from the merchant is covered under a contract 
associated with the claimant (see col. 3 line 57-col.4 line 11); establishing a 
predetermined limit amount for the repair (see fig.7 element 706); generating a claim 
identifier (see fig.7 element 704); selecting a payment number (see col. 3 lines 35-55), 
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the selected payment number having the predetermined limit amount and a 
predetermined expiration date (see fig. 7 element 706); associating the claim identifier 
with the selected payment number using a processor (see col. 3 line 44-48); transmitting 
the payment number to the merchant for payment of the claim (see fig. 7 element 712); 
providing funding for the predetermined limit amount associated with the selected 
payment number; tracking a transaction amount associated with the selected payment 
number (see col.1 3 lines 6-1 1 ); and reconciling the payment number and the claim 
identifier with the transaction amount (see col.9 lines 40-50, also see col. 3 line 57-col.4 
line 11). 

Re claim 17. Wells further discloses the method of claim 16, wherein tracking a 
transaction amount further comprises, tracking a plurality of transaction amounts and 
reconciling the payment number and the claim identifier with the plurality of transaction 
amounts (see fig.7-fig.9). 

Re claim 18. Wells further discloses the method according to claim 1 , wherein the claim 
identifier uniquely identifies the received claim request (see col. 18 lines 1-18). 
Re claim 19. Wells further discloses the method according to claim 1 , wherein the claim 
identifier is generated by the administrator of the claim (see col. 18 lines 1-18). 
Re claim 20. Wells further discloses the method according to claim 16, wherein the 
claim identifier uniquely identifies the received claim request (see col. 18 lines 1-18). 
Re claim 21 . Wells further discloses the method according to claim 16, wherein the 
claim identifier is generated by the administrator of the claim (see col.1 8 lines 1 -1 8). 



Application/Control Number: 10/708,247 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3696 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on 10/07/08 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. The applicant argues in substance that, in Wells, it is the client that is 
"transmitting the payment number to the merchant for payment of the claim." However, 
in applicant's system the payment number is transmitted to the merchant by the system 
based upon the prior interaction between the merchant and the issuer/facilitator and the 
steps emanating from the issuer (not the client in transmitting payment). The examiner 
contends that the limitation (i.e., the payment number is transmitted to the merchant by 
the system based upon the prior interaction between the merchant and the 
issuer/facilitator and the steps emanating from the issuer) being contested by the 
applicant is not in the claim. The applicant further states, clearly to buttress his 
argument, that implicit in the phrase in the claim at issue is that there must be another 
party making the transmittal to the merchant, and that implicit party in the claim would 
be the administrator/issuer/facilitator (see pg 13 of applicant's remarks). The examiner 
contends that the independent claims, though amended to incorporate an administrator, 
but only so in the preamble, not in the body of the claim. Again, the examiner maintains 
that the limitation (i.e., the payment number is transmitted to the merchant by the 
system based upon the prior interaction between the merchant and the issuer/facilitator 
and the steps emanating from the issuer) being contested by the applicant is not in the 
claim. It is not enough for the applicant to distinguish his claimed invention from the 
prior art by pointing out what is disclosed in the specification but not recited in the claim. 
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The examiner wants to remind the applicant that even though claims are interpreted in 
light of the specification, the specification must not be read into the claim. 

The applicant further argues that Wells fails to disclose generating a claim 
number/identifier; and associating the claim number with the contract number. Contrary 
to the applicant's assertion, Wells discloses generating a purchase order identifier (i.e., 
the client (or the purchasing system software or accounting software used by the client) 
then assigns a purchase order identifier to the desired transaction (step 704). In the 
example transaction, the purchase order identifier is automatically generated (e.g., from 
the company's procurement system). Processing continues at 705 where the client 
(e.g., by operating an client device such as shown in FIG. 1) submits the purchase order 
information to account management system 105. The purchase order information 
submitted at 705 may include detailed transaction information about the intended 
purchase and also includes a total proposed purchase price for the transaction. In some 
embodiments, the generation of the purchase order identifier automatically triggers the 
submission of a message to account management system 105. In some embodiments, 
the message sent to account management system 105 is an XML formatted message, 
see col. 18 lines 1-17 - note that the purchase order identifier is generated by the 
company's procurement system, but not by the client) which is akin to the claim 
number mentioned by the applicant. And the account summary shown in fig. 9 of Wells 
clearly shows how these generated purchase order (claim number) are associated with 
the contract number (please see fig. 9 of Wells). Paragraph (0030) of applicant's 
specification clearly states that the claim identifier may consist of a plurality of elements, 
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including the claim number, contract number, merchant information, claims adjustor 
number or any information that would be effective in identifying the claim. Thus the 
purchase order code, like the claim identifier, may consist of plurality of elements. 
Again, as evidenced by the applicant's disclosure, the purchase order code, as 
mentioned by Wells, is akin to the claim identifier, recited by the applicant. 

The applicant further argues that Wells fail to disclose "receiving an estimated 
cost of repair from the merchant; and authorizing the predetermined limit amount." 
Contrary to the applicant's assertion, the examiner contends that estimated cost of 
repair would inherently be included in the purchase order that need to be settled by the 
client, see fig. 7 elements 704-707 of Wells. Wells further discloses authorizing the 
predetermined limit amount (i.e., transaction amount authorization, see col. 3 line 56- 
col.4 line 10). 

The applicant further argues that Wells fails to teach tracking at least one 
merchant payment associated with the payment number; and associating the payment 
number and the claim identifier with the at least one merchant payment. Contrary to the 
applicant's assertion, Wells makes this disclosure (i.e., In some embodiments, reversals 
or credits may also be tracked using features of the present invention. For example, if a 
merchant credits an account (e.g., for a returned item or the like), account management 
system 105 may operate to search for transactions associated with the limited use 
account identifier, the settled amount and/or with the merchant which are equivalent or 
near the amount of the credit. Once the original transaction is identified, the credit 
amount is associated with the original purchase order number and settlement details 
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are provided to the client. In this manner, the client's accounting and/or purchasing 
systems can track purchases as well as returns or credits, see col. 24 lines 12-30). 

The applicant lastly argues that Wells fail to disclose requesting a load of funds 
equal to the predetermined limit amount. Contrary to the applicant's assertion, Wells 
discloses requesting pre-authorization to receive limited use account identifier for 
purchasing the selected items. The limited use account, as the name suggests, has a 
predetermined limit amount that can be used for purchasing the selected item. Thus, 
requesting pre-authorization to receive limited use account identifier for purchasing the 
selected items, as taught by Wells, is akin to requesting a load of funds equal to the 
predetermined limit amount. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to OJO O. OYEBISI whose telephone number is (571)272- 
8298. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30A.M-5:30P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Dixon can be reached on (571)272-6803. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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